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20-foot dinosaur-eating 
crocodiles once roamed 
Arlington neighborhood 


BY BILL HANNA 
billhanna@star-telegram.com 


ARLINGTON 

Some 96 million years ago, a 
peninsula jutted through the 
swamp that was the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, a swath of land 
alive with primitive creatures. 

The land stretched through 
what is now Arlington and the 
Mid-Cities and was home to 


dinosaurs, turtles and a 20-foot- 
long dinosaur-eating crocodile, 
among other animals. 

Because most of North Amer- 
ica’s middle was underwater 
during that period, that land 
today holds a precious resource. 
It fills a gap in what we know, 
illuminating a part of the fossil 
record that had been dark. 

“Tt’s very rare to have the 
amount of material preserved as 
well it is,” said Christopher R. 


Noto, an associate professor of 
biological sciences at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin-Parkside. 
“It’s rare anywhere. A lot of 
places you only find bits and 
pieces — or maybe, if you’re 
lucky, a single skeleton — but to 
have an entire ecosystem in one 
place is a very rare opportunity. 
It’s a glimpse into the past.” 
Known as the Arlington 
Archosaur Site, it lies in the 
same Virdian neighborhood 


where developers are working to 
preserve the undeveloped land 
that was home to the historic 
Bird’s Fort, the first organized 
white settlement in Tarrant 
County. Archosaurs are defined 
as a subclass of reptiles that 
includes dinosaurs, pterosaurs 
and crocodiles. 

Named after teenager Austin 
Motheral, who found the bones 
while digging at the Arlington 
site, the 20-foot-long croc — 
Deltasuchus motherali — is the 
most-well known find so far. 
Like crocodiles today, it would 
chomp on dinosaurs and other 
creatures as they came close to 
the water’s edge. 

Discovered in 2003, the site 
was initially overseen by UTA 
graduate student Derek Main. 
Because UTA didn’t have the 
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BRANDON WADE Special to the Star-Telegram 


Dr. Ronald S. Tykoski, director of 
the Paleontology Lab at the Perot 
Museum at Fair Park, shows the 
fossilized upper left jaw bone of 
Deltasuchus motherali. 


COWBOYS OUTLAST RIVAL REDSKINS 


RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott (21) gets a hug from offensive tackle La’el Collins after rushing for a touchdown Sunday in the first 
quarter against the Washington Redskins at FedEx Field. Given the Redskins’ injury challenges, the Cowboys did what they needed to do 
for a 33-19 victory in a steady rain. After a fumble on his first carry, Elliott had a career-high 33 carries for 150 yards in his third 
consecutive game of more than 100 yards. Now the question is whether the Cowboys can get another victory Monday in a New York 
court where Elliott, who remains in a legal battle with the NFL over a six-game suspension for violating the personal conduct policy, 
hopes to get a preliminary injunction to keep him on the field for the rest of the season. Full report, 1B 


Trump tries to shift focus 
as charges seem to loom 


BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Pushing back against the 
accelerating criminal investiga- 
tion into his campaign’s ties to 
Russia, President Donald 
Trump argued Sunday that its 
focus should instead be on his 
2016 rival, Hillary Clinton, even 
as the special counsel’s inquiry 


fighting the Russia allegations 
by looking into Clinton, appar- 
ently referring to new House 
investigations into her email 
practices and an Obama-era 
uranium deal with Russia. But 
the president made it clear he 
believed that Clinton should be 
pursued more forcefully, writ- 
ing, “DO SOMETHING!” 

He did not specify who 
should take action or what it 
should be, though critics have 


ed that Trump, increasingly 
angry and frustrated about the 
investigations, is waging a con- 
certed campaign to shift the 
focus to Clinton and other 
Democrats. 

After long expressing anger 
that his allies have not done 
enough to protect him from the 
inquiries, he is now enlisting 
White House and adminis- 
tration officials, employing his 
vast social media presence, and 


Last week, Trump asserted 
that it was Clinton who was 
guilty of having colluded with 
Russia to sway the 2016 elec- 
tion, endeavoring to turn the 
tables on the crux of the allega- 
tions against his campaign, and 
then sent his spokeswoman to 
the White House briefing room 
to repeat that charge. He urged 
the Justice Department to lift a 
gag order on an informant in a 
federal investigation involving 
Russia’s efforts to gain a foot- 
hold in the U.S. uranium indust- 
ry during the Obama adminis- 
tration. 

And on Sunday, in tweets to 
his more than 40 million fol- 
lowers, he offered a litany of 
accusations against Clinton and 
seemed to praise Republicans 
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NEW SHELTER 
FOR WOMEN 


The Lowdon-Schutts 
Women’s Shelter is 
scheduled to open Oct. 
30 near downtown Fort 
Worth. 3A 
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Former NBA All-Star 
Jermaine O’Neal makes 
training facility for young 
athletes a reality. 8A 


NATIONAL 


TWITTER 
SUSPENDS STONE 


Roger J. Stone Jr., an ally 
of President Trump, has 


was reportedly poised to pro- accused him of trying to sway putting pressure on the Repub- for starting the new congres- been kicked off Twitter 
duce its first indictment. the congressional and special lican-led Congress to deflect sional investigations. ft ledvedad 

In a series of tweets, Trump counsel inquiries into Russian any potentially damaging re- AEF EXpEUVe laden 
said Republicans were now ties. Still, the outburst suggest- ports. SEE TRUMP, 9A tweets. NA 
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